February 15, 2005

Town Board Minutes

A Regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, February 15, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *      

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *     

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi then led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *       

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi said the Town has been working several months with the Housing Action Council on affordable housing in our community.  It’s important to provide affordable dwellings for residents in our community and on Thursday, February 17th, at 7:30 p.m. there will be an informational meeting held at Town Hall for those who would like to apply for the eight (8) affordable housing units available from various developments.

On Saturday, March 5th at 10 a.m. at Cortlandt Town Hall, there will be a seminar on whether or not you are qualified for these affordable units.  For additional information contact the Supervisor’s Office at 734-1002 or the Housing Action Council at 332-4144.

The Village of Buchanan will be holding their annual St. Patrick’s Day parade on March 13th at 2:00 p.m. and the City of Peekskill will be hosting their parade on March 12th at 3:00 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *     

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their attendance.

* * * * * * * * * *       
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember John Sloan reported the Town and City of Peekskill have settled their budgetary issues with ALS.

The Cortlandt Upper teen Entertainment, (CUE) in the Cortlandt Town Center, has just acquired its third pool table.  The center is doing quite well and is open Friday and Saturdays from approximately 7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.

* * * *     

Supervisor Puglisi said the teen center also is equipped with a large screen television.

* * * * *      

Councilwoman Ann Lindau echoed information about the affordable housing opportunities that the Town is happy to offer its residents.  

She noted flyers available urging people to sign for bipartisan budget reform in the New York State government, legislation sponsored by Assemblywoman Sandy Galef and Senator Vincent Leibell in an attempt to get an on-time budget.

Councilwoman Lindau said tonight we would honor history by celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Croton Dam.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Joe Cerreto said this is the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans week.  Take the opportunity to stop by the New York State Nursing Home in Montrose and thank a veteran.  They love to see people and to have visitors.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Frank Farrell said it’s a little disconcerting to see the room virtually empty with exception of one dedicated staff member and a lone reporter.  He said he hopes it’s because residents think the board is doing such a terrific job they don’t have to be watched constantly.

Councilman Farrell said he has brought to the board’s attention the condition of the dam on Montrose Station Road that holds back Peterson’s Pond.  He hopes its ownership will be ascertained by our staff and that the owner will be requested to inspect the structure.  He believes it is owned by Westchester County.  He said to his untrained eye it seems to be in disrepair and in need of some attention quickly.

He thanked the Village of Croton for assisting the Town of Cortlandt with the DARE program for the next semester.  He thanked Mayor Elliott and the Croton Village Board as well as Village Manager Richard Herbik and Police Chief Dennis Coxen for their assistance.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Town Engineer, Ed Vergano, will look into the matter pertaining to Peterson’s Pond and report to the board.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of MINUTES

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 18, 2005 were unanimously approved as presented on motion of Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto.

* * * * * * * * * *      
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      

HEARING of CITIZENS,  (agenda items only.)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *  

REPORTS

The following reports were unanimously ordered received and filed on motion made by Councilmember Cerreto, seconded by Councilmember Lindau.

2004 Annual Report     -     Town Clerk, DES/Recreation.

January 2005  -  
          Purchasing, DES/Office of the Aging, DOTS/Water




          Division, Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices, Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

OLD BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and that the resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Report from DES with respect to the water level of Lake Meahagh.  (Ruh and Zern.)

* *     

Report from DES regarding traffic issues on Pine Lane.  (P. Segal)

* *      

Report from DES regarding a road closure event at Cortlandt Estates.  (behalf of Holy Spirit Church.)

* *     

Report from DES regarding Montrose Point drainage issues.  (D. McGuire)

* *     

Report from DES regarding a request for a license agreement for properties located on Northridge Road and Dimond Avenue.  (Horton and Curioli)

* *     

Report from DES regarding drainage issues on Crugers Avenue.  (Petition from area residents.)

* *    
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Report from DES regarding maintenance of Pops Road.  (G. Roake)

* *     

Report from DES regarding Rancho Drive no parking and no loitering requests.

(C. and M. Bottarini)

RESOLUTION NO. 69–05 – RE:  Authorize installation of “No Parking” and “No Loitering” on Rancho Drive East, as indicated.

* *    

Report from DES regarding sanitation services at Cortway Apartments.

* *        

Refer a letter to the Planning Board which was received and filed at the January 18, 2005 Town Board meeting from David Steinmentz representing the Hudson Valley Hospital which requested a Zoning Ordinance amendment.

RESOLUTION NO. 70–05 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing on March 15, 2005 to consider amending the Town’s Zoning Ordinance with respect to hospitals and nursing homes.

* *    

Proposed In-Rem list for the March 24, 2005 sale.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi advised the In-Rem list will become available on February 16th in the Town Clerk’s office where it may be obtained for a fee of  Five ($5.00) Dollars.

* *     

Letter dated February 4, 2005 from the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council with respect to funding for intersection improvements at Westbrook Drive and Route 6.

* *      

Draft report relative to the Roa Hook DES site.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        
NEW BUSINESS

Correspondence:

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved to authorize that the following items be received and filed:

Requests from F. Conklin and Bruno and A. Maida to include parcels in the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District.

-4-

February 15, 2005

Town Board Minutes

NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Correspondence:

RESOLUTION NO. 71–05 – RE:  Authorize request of Frank R. Conklin, Jr. to have Town parcel located at 36 Hill and Dale Road included in the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District  forwarded to W. County for consideration.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 72–05 – RE:  Authorize request of Bruno and Angela Maida to have Town parcel located at 1202 Oregon Road included in the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District forwarded to W. County for consideration.

* *      

Letter from Susan Mitchell dated January 13, 2005 concerning traffic safety issues on Oregon Road in the area of Clara Court.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *    

Letter from Alyssa Turkovitz dated January 21, 2005 regarding drainage and icing issues in the area of Washington Street and Watch Hill Road.  Refer, also, to DES and DOTS.

* *      

Letter from Mike Trifone requesting a guide rail on Bear Mountain Bridge Road near Annsville.  Authorize the Supervisor to forward a letter to the N.Y.S. Department of Transportation requesting safety improvements on Bear Mountain Bridge Road and the Bear Mountain Parkway.

* *      

Report from DES/Recreation regarding the Sunset Field dugouts.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

Resolutions:

(All resolutions adopted at this Town Board meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 73–05 – RE:  Appoint Gail Gmeiner as the Acting Court Clerk.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 74–05 – RE:  Appoint a Senior Account Clerk, provisionally, to the Receiver of Taxes office to fill a vacancy.

* *     
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 75–05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No.  263–02   to change Dawn Mahoney’s working status to full time.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO.  76–05 – RE:  Appoint Catherine Vassallo to the title Senior Clerk per Civil Service procedure.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 77–05 – RE:  Authorize a title change to “Motor Equipment Operator” for Michael Bender in DES.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 78–05 – RE:  Authorize part time post retirement employment for Barbara Miller subject to conditions.  (Receive and file a letter of retirement.)

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Barbara for her many years of service to the Town of Cortlandt in the Code Enforcement Division.  In the future she will be doing some part time work with the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Fire Advisory Board.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 79–05 – RE:  Authorize a salary adjustment for Ms. Judi Peterson, Confidential Secretary to the Supervisor.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this is a small adjustment of approximately $2,600.00.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *     

Councilmember Cerreto moved to adopt the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 80–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Economic Challenge Committee for 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 81–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Pride in Cortlandt Committee for 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 82–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Cortlandt Architectural Review Council for 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 83–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Cortlandt Veterans’ Committee for the year 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *    
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 84–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Alarm Appeals Board for the year 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 85–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Cable Advisory Board for the year 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 86–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Town Electrical Board for the year 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 87–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Town Plumbing Board for the year 2005 and designate Chairperson.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 88–05 – RE:  Appoint representatives to the Historic Rivertowns of Westchester for the year 2005.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 89–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Hudson Highlands Gateway Task Force for the year 2005 and designate the Town’s liaison.  

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 90–05 – RE:  Appoint members to the Continental Village Park District Joint Advisory Committee for 2005.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town thanks all of these volunteers for the work they do on behalf of Cortlandt.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *     

Councilmember Lindau moved to authorize adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 91–05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute the 2004 Ambulance Agreements with the Village of Croton-on-Hudson and the City of Peekskill.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 92–05 –RE:  Designate the polling locations within the Town for 2005.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 93–05 – RE:  Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law cancel tax liens and change property status with respect to property owned by the Beechwood Country Club.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 94–05 – RE:  Authorize staff to draft a Local Law for Town Board consideration requiring a ten percent (10%) affordable housing requirement of future major developments.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 95–05 – RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to draft policy amendments with respect to no smoking at Town facilities and internet use by employees.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmember Farrell moved to authorize adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.  96–05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to enter into a professional services agreement with Stearns & Wheler to evaluate upgrades to the Stevens Lane Pump Station to be paid for by the developer.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 97–05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS/Planning to apply to New York Department of State Quality Communities’ Program for grant funding with respect to developing a Stormwater Control Ordinance.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 98–05 – RE:  Adopt a Negative Declaration in the matter of construction of the Annsville Creek Marsh Path.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 99–05 – RE:  Accept SEQRA review determination for the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Illicit Discharge Elimination Grant.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 100–05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of Technical Services to extend existing professional services agreement with Chas. H. Sells, Inc. with respect to Route 35/202 at Lafayette Avenue.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 101-05 – RE:  Authorize design and right of way incidental work for an intersection improvement on Route 35/202 at Lafayette Avenue on the State highway system, the performance and funding in the first instance 100% of the costs of design and construction or reconstruction thereof to be reimbursed by the State and appropriating funds therefor. 

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 102–05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 175-00 to include Creative Habitat Corporation as a wetlands consultant.

* *

REMOVE – Authorize a Director of Technical Services to extend a contract with respect to repaving after water main breaks.

Discussion:  Councilman Farrell said he had asked the board to remove this item from the agenda.  He said he would like to rethink the management thinking that’s going into this decision to increasingly contract out for work that, in his opinion, should be performed in house.  In this particular case, in the DES/Highway department.

He said he is not accepting the reasoning that was given, “The outside contractor can do a better job.”  He thinks our personnel should do the work to develop their skills and/or to keep their skills sharp.

He said it is his opinion that sometimes not enough people are being cross trained on certain kinds of equipment.  When a man is on vacation, a machine can not be used because no one is so trained.  This is not sound management. 

Supervisor Puglisi concurred and this will be passed along to the department managers. 

* *

REMOVE  -  Award a professional service contract with respect to environmental issues and Lake Meahagh in accordance with Stormwater Phase II requirements and the proposed outlet modifications.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 103–05 – RE:  Authorize engineering and design services to prepare plans for parking spaces on Town property near Cortlandt train station.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 104–05 – RE:  Authorize the Director of DOTS to conduct a feasibility study with respect to the use of solar energy at Town facilities.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 105–05 – RE:  Express support for Westchester County’s applications to host the Empire State games in 2007.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she would like included in the resolution a request to Westchester County to utilize some of the County Parks that are located in the Town of Cortlandt for sites in the event that Westchester County does get the hosting endeavor for the Empire State games.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 106–05 – RE:  Resolution of intent to enter into an agreement with Westchester County with respect to installation of a water main subject to certain conditions, as revised.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said this is to ensure there is no implication that we want the ash pit to be extended over the planned closing year of 2009. 

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 107–05 – RE:  Authorize the Supervisor to execute the Library Agreements for 2005.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 108–05 – RE:  Accept the 2004 member list of volunteer workers for the Cortlandt Community Volunteer Ambulance Award Program.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 109–05 – RE:  Authorize a one year extension to the Town’s grass cutting contract.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 110–05 – RE:  Authorize the purchase of specialized software for the automation of DOTS/Code Enforcement.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 111–05 – RE:  Authorize the Town Comptroller to amend the 2004 Budget with respect to the Highway fund.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 112–05 – RE:  Authorize the release of security in the amount of $5,000 for Waterbury Knoll subdivision.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 113–05 – RE:  Accept maintenance security in the amount of  One Thousand, ($1,000) Dollars with respect to Geis Hyundai in accordance with Planning Board Resolution No. 16-03.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Correspondence:

Message dated February 8, 2005 from Senator Clinton with respect to proposed federal budget cuts for the Community Development Block Grant Program.

RESOLUTION NO. 114–05 – RE:  Authorize opposition to any proposed elimination of the Community Development Block Grant Program.

* *      

Letter from Westchester County dated February 11, 2005 with respect to Battery Place.

* *     

Letter from Metro North Railroad dated February 11, 2005 with respect to Battery Place.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the preceding two letters were received in her office on February 14, 2005 and they were made available to the Town Clerk’s office.

* *     

Memo from the Recreation Supervisor with respect to tennis court repairs at the Charles Cook Park.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

* *      

Letter from the Lakeland School District with respect to the construction of tennis courts at the Walter Panas High School.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *     

Resolutions

RESOLUTION NO. 115–05 – RE:  Authorize support of the Croton Dam celebration.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.



* * * * * * * * * *        
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BUDGET TRANSFERS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second)

None.

Supervisor Puglisi said she would like to wish Jeff Tkacs good luck next week at the Association of Towns meeting in New York where he will be making an important presentation in his capacity of Homeland’s Security and Safety Coordinator to representatives of the nine hundred Towns of New York State.

* * * * * * * * * *         

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Farrell moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Councilmember Sloan.  All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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